
HOMESCHOOL  101  --  WHERE   DO  I  BEGIN? 

 

1. Learn the legal requirements for your state.   In  Maryland  home schoolers are governed by General 

Regulations set forth by the State Board of Education in the Annotated Code of  Maryland, also referred to as 

COMAR 13A.10.01. (See the blue sheet.) 

 

2.  Decide how you will be monitored.  You can choose to report to your county Board of Education or to 

an independent home school over sight group, also called an umbrella group.  (See the yellow sheet for a 

partial list and information on where to find a comprehensive list.)  The details of  how your review and 

monitoring will be conducted is determined by each approved umbrella group. 

 

3. Complete and mail-in the Home Schooling Notification form.  (A copy of the Frederick County Board 

of Education's form is included in this packet.)   This form should be completed and mailed to the address on 

the form 15 days prior to beginning your home schooling program. 

 

4.  Seek out experienced homeschoolers and  local support groups.  As with any new venture, it's a good 

idea to gather information, talk to others with experience and take advantage of any resources available to 

help you get started on the right foot -- and provide counseling when unforeseen questions arise.  A good 

resource for support groups and other helpful information is www.homeschoolfrederick.com 

 

5. Determine the academic needs of your child.  Draft a  simple  assessment of  where each of your 

children is academically in each subject area.  Keep this short - no more than a page.  Begin each subject at 

the level where your child performs best - regardless of  his "grade." Then set some specific goals, include 

academics, character qualities and interpersonal skills. 

 

6.  Choose curriculum. Review curriculum options available to you and start with only the basics.  Buy or 

borrow curriculum and don't forget the public library. There are numerous online stores and local educational 

and bookstores that stock a variety of curriculum choices. (A list from the Home & School Connection is 

available at the resource table.) It is also helpful to attend a local curriculum fair in the spring. 

 

 7.  Plan to succeed.  Set goals for what you want to complete in each subject for the year and then plan out 

only one or two weeks at a time.  Next,  write down your  daily schedule complete with set times for 

everything, including family chores, errands, and appointments.  These plans will change and everything 

won't get done, but it’s important to have a plan in writing or you will quickly loose sight of your goals.   

 

8.  Designate a place for school.  Many families use the dining room table as their base of operations, but 

it's nice to have a separate table space set aside for school work  that doesn't need to be cleared when it's time 

to put dinner on the table.   Also, each child needs a quiet place to do their independent work.  A desk in the 

bedroom is nice, but sometimes children prefer to sprawl on the floor to read and study. 

 

9.  Keep a record of your child's work.  At review time, you will need a sampling of work completed in 

each of the subject areas.  Your weekly plan book also serves as proof of work done.  A home school 

planner,  notebook or day timer type calendar will work.  Many different types are available at school supply 

stores. Those designed for homeschoolers are better than those used by  school teachers. 

 

10.  The Myth of The Unsocialized Homeschooler.  For early homeschoolers, there were few opportunities 

for children to participate in group activities outside of the public school.  Today, there are many  support 

groups, activities, field trips, sports organizations, and recreational classes  available to homeschoolers. You 

may find yourself challenged to keep the "home" in Homeschool! 


